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HappyThanksgiving
Our
website gets
a facelift
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Weekly Challenger is excited to announce the
launch of our new website!
Totally revamped, theweeklychallenger.com now has
stunning color photographs, timely community
news, and best yet - it’s easy
to navigate, making keeping up on community
events just a click away!
At The Weekly Challenger we value diversity,
education, and history, all
of which is now available to
you online and in an easy to
read format that will make
perusing the website enjoyable, fast, and informative.
Keep up-to-date on community news focusing on
local heroes who inspire
and improve our neighborhoods. Log on for a snapshot of area sporting
events, church news and
arts and entertainment.
The new website is utilizing all avenues to reach
our readers while upholding the integrity and dedication you have come to
know and trust over the
past 45 years.
Our popular Opinions
Section is also online where
letters to the editor are

FAST
rallies
support
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
FAST (Faith and Action for
Strength Together) and
other supporting organizations gathered in front of city
hall to hold a press conference before the start of the
city council meeting on
Mon., Nov. 19.
More than 60 concerned
citizens came to show their
support for a city council ordinance that would require
contractors to hire local
workers for taxpayer funded
projects that cost in excess of
$2 million.
“We are here to support
the need for a local hiring ordinance considering the
nearly 20 percent unemployment rate in St. Petersburg,”
said FAST member Rev.
Manual Sykes of Bethel
Community Baptist Church.
Sykes explained that with
the Pier and the new police
station projects set for St. Petersburg, there will be millions of dollars to put back
into the community.
“Invest 50 percent of the
total dollars into labor apportioned to the qualified persons in the community. This
is a fair representation of
good faith that demonstrates
that contractors are looking
locally before going outside
the community for workers,”
Sykes added.

Eric Atwater invites the community to attend a block party
Sat., Nov. 24 in the parking lot of the old Atwater’s Cafeteria.

A new beginning for
an old friend
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Everybody has a story.
And the man standing on
the corner of Martin
Luther King Street and
22nd Avenue South is no
exception.
For the past two

months, Eric Atwater has
positioned himself on its
corner cooking BBQ, his
barrel filled to the rim
with chicken and ribs,
feeding passerby’s and
the neighborhood folks
he’s grown up with.
Not the type to dwell
on the negative, Atwater
has taken his positive

outlook on life and
turned it into a thriving
business.
“I’ve been watching
my brothers and my sisters and my daddy all my
life,” Atwater explained,
“so I’m able to look, listen, and learn, and that’s
how I’m able to be successful.”

You may know him as
the “Cook E Man,” famous for his Obama
Crunch Cookies that are
sold in stores all around
Pinellas. Or for his oversized heart evident in his
famous t-shirts urging
others to “Stop the Violence, Eat a Cookie,” in
See ATWATER, page 6

See WEBSITE, page 6

MLK Parade is around the corner
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The City of St. Petersburg
and the organizers of the Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day
celebrations have announced their lineup for the
2013 festivities.
The three day celebration draws marching bands
and thousands of spectators
each year.
It includes the 28th Annual Awards Banquet on
Fri., Jan. 18, at the St. Petersburg Marriott; the Drum

Photograph courtesy of the City of St. Petersburg

Next year’s MLK parade will take
place Mon., Jan. 20.

Major for Justice Battle of
the Bands Drum Line Competition on Sun., Jan. 20 at

45 Years of Service to the Tampa Bay Area

•

Tropicana Field and concludes with a celebration of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s

life and achievements at the
28th Annual MLK Drum
Major for Justice Parade
Mon., Jan 20.
The competition is a
showcase of talent that
draws a multicultural mix of
marching bands performing their half time shows
from throughout the Southeastern United States. The
competition is held the day
before the parade.
Since the parade’s inception in 1986, it has been
one of the largest and best

See FAST, page 6

Rev. Manual Sykes

See MLK, page 6
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REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
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OPINION
Beyond the obvious

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

For purposes of this
commentary I define the
obvious as the acceptable,
the expected, and even the
norm. What are beyond
the obvious are ironically
the unexpected, the unacceptable, and the unbelievable. To put it bluntly what
lies beyond the obvious in
most scenarios is the truth,
the unbelievable and the
disheartening truth.
For example when we
question why our urban enclaves are overflowing with
drugs, we often ignore the
question and begin to place
judgment on the people
that are using the drugs.
Some may say: “They are
just drug addicts; they will
find something to get high;
they have always had a
high tolerance for using
drugs. Why don’t they just
stop?”
Those are the obvious

type of statements that surface when a novice discussion of drugs in the
community takes place.
There are a couple of
things wrong with those
statements. First it assumes that drugs are only
in the urban areas and that
the people who live in those
areas are prone to use
drugs as if it were a genetic
deficiency.
Looking beyond the obvious, the truth in some
way may destroy the mystic of drugs.
We now know that
when this country began
its so-called “war on drugs”
during the Ronald Regan
era and Nancy’s “just say
no” campaign, it really was
a war on our communities.
Several things happened. More drugs flooded
the communities, and more
drug users (not dealers)
were incarcerated. Our
communities were flooded
with foreigners running the
local businesses. And a
great majority of these establishments were allowed
to sell the community drug
paraphernalia without the
possibility of being fined or
ticketed.
When it comes to the
question of drugs in the
African communities, we
want to go beyond the obvious in route to the truth.

Where will the truth take
us? Well thanks to the research of the late Gary
Webb and the advocacy of
California Congresswoman
Maxine Walters, the truth
takes us first to the jungles
of Nicaragua and the war
the CIA waged with the
Sandinistas farmers and
workers.
This revolution shifted
control of the resources
from the middle to upper
class population to the
lower class farmers. This
shift in wealth naturally
caused a great stir among
the financially elite. Economics that were originally
going to finance capitalist
interest now were in a position to finance nonaligned
interest.
Capitalist interests were
determined to get back the
government from the Sandinistas and for years terrorized innocent villagers
caught in the middle. When
the United States Congress
cut off aid to the Contras
(hired mercenaries) the
CIA via high ranking military men started meeting
with the drug cartels.
The results of these
meetings allowed the CIA
to ship very cheap drugs
(cocaine) to the African
community and sell them
to the established gangs the Cripps and the Bloods.

The money made from
these
sales
bought
weapons for the Contra
mercenaries thus allowing
the war to continue without
the help of the United
States Congress.
This was a very profitable situation for everybody concerned. One kilo
of cocaine could be converted into three kilos of
crack by adding the addictive anesthetic procaine.
Now one does not have to
spend hundreds of dollars
to purchase cocaine. With
its addictive appeal that ten
dollar purchase would
eventually create an addict.
Yes it was profitable for
everybody with the exception of the poor African
Americans who bought that
rock for 10 or 20 dollars.
Everybody made money at
the expense of the black
community.
The judicial system
profited due to the increased free labor pool that
now occupied its prisons.
Rural communities now
flourish with the building of
prisons in their communities. Lawyers made money
defending kingpins, local
crack dealers and users,
and treatment centers profited by offering 30-day
treatment orientation to
drug users.
Then there was the so-

cial and economic polarization running rampant in the
black community. No drug
has ever been looked down
upon as much as crack has.
Even heroin hasn’t received the backlash crack
has. Crack users are regarded as the scum of the
earth. No one wants to deal
with his or her problem.
Not family, friends or associates.
We did not ask for this
drug. We did not go to
South America and bring it
back to our communities. It
was a well calculated conspiracy forced on us. We
had no idea of its consequences. Yet we have to pay
the entire price for this drug
being in our communities.
We go to jail; we are
turned down for treatment,
our families have been disrupted and we risk being
shunned from society. To
add insult to injury, the judicial system enforces maximum prison sentences for
those individuals caught
with a few rocks in their
possession. In no time the
prisons are overcrowded
and the need to build more
prisons become easily justified.
With such a high prison
population, many private
corporations and the government agencies make a
lot of money from this free

labor pool. Now we must
ask ourselves the question,
why so many first time
crack offenders are spending five and ten years in
prison for having just a few
rocks in their possessions?
The answer in my mind
is simple, a strong body
after a couple of days rest.
With crack cocaine there is
virtually no withdrawal effects on the person. Once
the addict eats and rest for
a couple of days, he is back
at 100 percent.
There are no sicknesses
to contend with, no hospitalization needed. What the
prison has is a strong body
with a five or ten year sentence; an inmate who is not
a career criminal, just
someone who made some
bad choices.
It makes good economic sense to flood the
jails with first offender
crack users. There are virtually no overhead costs to
provide shelter for these
persons.
It’s no secret that the
American psyche has accepted blaming the victim
for being the victim. We
blame the homeless for
being homeless. We blame
the unemployed for being
unemployed. We blame the
addict for being an addict
and we blame the poor for
being poor.

Leading by example
BY Z. MUTSACH

Once again, the United
States of America has
taken another positive
step toward its quest for
being the paragon of
democracy. After a hotly
contested 2012 presidential election, the American
people have spoken.
Indeed, to be a president of such a vast, dynamic, and multi –faceted
nation, one has to possess
an exceptional set of characteristics not the least of
which is charm, and magnetism. President Obama
has both in good measure.
Faraway in East Africa,
on the shores of Lake Victoria, the ancestral land of
Barack Obama, Sr., another man possesses similar presidential qualities.
In fact, he is rumored to
be a cousin to President
Obama. His name is Raila
Odinga-honorable,
I
should add.
He also happens to be
the Prime Minister of
Kenya. These two leaders

both espouse democratic
ideals. However, sinking
the roots of democracy, in
Kenya, or Africa for that
matter, is not an easy task.
When Mitt Romney
lost to Obama he conceded, albeit discomfiture
written all over his face.
He withdrew from public
only to pop up a week
later and accuse Obama of
having rigged the elections in his favor.
In contrast, when Raila
Odinga lost in the 2007
elections, his supporters
took to the streets to
protest the results. Machetes were drawn, and
body parts were hacked
off perceived enemies.
Total mayhem and carnage ensued.
When the dust had settled, there were over 1,000
people killed, countless
hurt, and over 300,000
rendered
homeless.
These rigging accusations
were later proven correct
by
international
observers.
Contrary to what the
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international media reported, this chaotic state
was not caused by minority tribes fighting the
larger ruling tribe, and
that “atavistic tribalism”
had reared its ugly head.
This tribal violence was an
effect of the crisis provoked by the rigged elections, and not its cause.
It was directed towards a small clique of
power grabbers who surrounded the president.
Then things went out of
control and mob psychology reined.
Kenya will be facing
another election period in
March next year. Having
watched the elections in
the United States unfold,
the Kenyan electorate is
optimistic that what happened in 2007 will not happen again.
Intrinsic values of
democracy and good governance will not be denied
in their next election; just
as it happened in the
Unites States of America.
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believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Help
&
Hope
By Dr. Basha Jordan
www.HopeAliveMinistry.org

“Taking a look at me, not you” (Step 4)
One of the easiest things to do is to analyze someone else and to formulate an
opinion of what you think of them. After
doing some deep self analyzing, I found
out that the people with whom I have the
greatest problems are those who are just
like me.
I love my daughter very much, but she
is also the one person in the world who I
allow, at times, to take my emotions from
zero to 110 mph in 5 seconds. Can anyone
reading this relate? Please say amen!
My baby girl is a beautiful 22-year-old
intelligent senior at Morgan State University, and is just like me — confident, talkative, assertive and is a people person.
Experience, through practicing the spiritual principles shared in this column and
in my private counseling practice, has
shown me if I look at myself and not her,
we would get along better.
The core of any addiction is self centeredness. I want to control her and she
wants to control me. Someone better take
low. That’s recovery.
The spiritual principle in Step #4 of 12
Step Recovery Programs says, “Made a
searching and fearless moral inventory of
ourselves.” If we are to get better with others and ourselves, it is necessary for us to
take a closer look at ourselves rather than
others.
Most of us have never done this and
put it down on paper. When was the last
time you wrote about the good and bad
about yourself and your relationship with
other people?
The son of God, Jesus, says in Luke
12:5-6, “For there is nothing covered that
will not be revealed, nor hidden that will
not be known. Therefore, whatever you
have spoken in the dark will be heard in
the light, and what you have spoken in the
ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed from
the housetops.”
In other words, if we don’t come clean
about ourselves and our addiction/dependencies, it will be revealed at an inappropriate time.
God has chosen me to be an example
of how He will remove the obsession and
compulsion to use any thing, person, or
place, which is addiction defined. However, for this to happen, there is some
work that we must do along with God for
us to become delivered from the disease
of addiction.
Everyone is addicted to something,
somebody, or some place. When the dependency begins to get out of control our
higher power will reveal it to us because
He loves us and wants us to live in the light
and not darkness.

The embarrassment of full blown addiction can make us want to commit suicide, because we think there is no way out.
Suicide is a permanent solution for a temporary problem which has a solution.
That’s why God has me writing, teaching,
preaching, and broadcasting the message:
“There is hope for you.”
Being caught up with a drink, a drug,
an illicit sexual relationship, a gambling
habit, overwork or another dependency
which is destroying family or marriage is
not God’s best. If we keep on the road of
active addiction, exposure is just a matter
of time.
One night, back in the 1980s while still
using cocaine, I was so caught up in the
moment of getting high that I lost sight of
what was going on around me. I should
have left the room and gone to the bathroom when the door bell rang, but I didn’t.
Before I knew it someone came in and
exposed me while I was snorting cocaine.
“Now I know where I know you from. You
are the pastor from that church down on
Lexington Street! How do you do that,” he
said in front of everybody around the
table.
I could have gone through the floor.
My high went out the window and I had to
leave moments later because the light of
truth broke through my life of darkness.
Being a pastor, well respected in the community, and “BAM!”
This was God causing me to approach
my “addiction bottom.” Even though I now
have 24 years of deliverance/recovery, I
will never forget the humiliation and despair I felt that night.
Taking a fourth step and a moral inventory of “me” more than judging “you” has
shown me the importance of keeping my
own life clean first. So now I don’t have to
move when the door bell rings because I
have nothing to hide.
A quote from the basic text of Narcotics Anonymous says, “Wise people
learn from the mistakes of others. It is my
will and desire that all should be free from
the devastating disease of addiction, but I
also realize that some have to die so that
others can live.”
For help, please call me at (443) 2509635 or send an email to ProphetBasha@aol.com. You can also send a letter
by snail mail to Dr. Jordan, P.O. Box
16622, St. Petersburg, FL 33733.
Don’t forget to listen to us on WRXB
AM every 1st & 3rd Sat. at 8:30-9 a.m.
And remember, “No matter what’s
going on with you today, there is hope for
you.” I’m Dr. J. — Be blessed.

St. Pete’s Frankie Howard:
Hidden
History Crossing the
By Jon Wilson

ST. PETERSBURG — Frankie Howard
was one of two young African Americans to integrate what was then St. Petersburg Junior
College in 1961. Unlike Rosalie Peck, the
other pioneer black student, Howard attended
SPJC for two years, becoming the first African
American to graduate from the college.
And unlike Peck, whose shorter experience at the school was smooth, Howard’s path
turned rocky at times.
First, school administrators tried to discourage him from attending, suggesting that
a scholarship to Florida A&M would be forthcoming – if he would attend Gibbs Junior College first.
“So, I was very angry and even more determined when I showed up for my first class.
My GPA and SAT scores indicated I met requirements, but they had me take a summer
class – at night – to see if I could handle SPJC,”
Howard said.
“I took Algebra. I had to report to campus
police and be escorted while on campus. I
was not to speak to a student unless spoken
to first. I could be suspended for violating this
rule.”
Howard finished with the highest score in
class. “The teacher was great and very
friendly to me. The students, mostly adults,
simply ignored me, but weren’t unfriendly,”
Howard said.
But when regular fall classes began, the
administrators’ warnings became a source of
worry. “I was an anomaly and kids looked at
me like I was,” Howard said. “They whispered
to each other, but said nothing to me . . . but
there were no incidents with students. After
about a month, I thought I could make it
through.”
It was a lonely life, Howard said, and it was
made lonelier because school officials explicitly forbade him from participating in extracurricular events. When classes stopped for two
hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays club or
sports activity, Howard sat alone in a room.
When he twice ventured to try to play 3on-3 basketball, word came down to the coach
within 10 minutes to close the gym and lock
everybody out.
Other students were angry they could not
play and word spread around campus that
Howard was the cause. He said his French
teacher was outraged upon hearing about the
situation and invited him to attend a French
Club meeting. The teacher said she would
personally defy the president if he tried to kick
Howard out. “He let me stay,” Howard said.
Eventually, some students invited Howard
to play flag football. He agreed. “For some reason, it never occurred to me how easily you

color line

can hurt someone on a football field,” he said.
But the game itself was just a typical game.
The drama began when campus cops showed
up, lights flashing, and told the players to disperse.
“But someone, maybe everyone, had anticipated this and had a backup plan ready.
There was a vacant lot, one block off campus,
owned by a student and the game was moved
there,” Howard said.
Hundreds of students heard the news and
trekked to the lot to watch. They turned the
next week’s game into a party – and the school
administration never again bothered the players. The gym was reopened and Howard was
allowed to go into the student union.
He said he was never invited to a social
event, on or off campus, but added that many
of the male students talked to him or participated with him in student union activities.
Howard said that he still was warned not
to speak to any female student unless she
spoke to him first. He said that as a matter of
caution, he adhered to that rule.
And, said Howard, he had many more
good experiences at SPJC than questionable
ones. Only two teachers showed personal
bias, and one apologized 25 years later to
Howard’s godmother, who was by then a faculty member.
“Contrastingly, three or four teachers befriended me when it might not have been in
their best interests to do so,” Howard said.
Howard attended SPJC for two years,
earning an associate’s degree in chemistry.
He went on to graduate from Florida Atlantic
University with a bachelor’s degree in computer science.
He went on to a distinguished, 37-year career with IBM. A highlight came in 2000, when
he was selected to be one of 35 American employees to go to Spain and prepare and test IBM
software used to run the 2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia.
For seven months, Howard was project
manager for boxing, wrestling, judo, pentathlon and jiu-jitsu – watched by a billion viewers on television. IBM gave Howard an award
for his performance.
Retiring in 2005, Howard moved to Savannah, Ga., where he volunteers and tutors. He
has served on the Smart Seniors Advisory
Board since 2007 and as president during
2011-12.
This is another in a series of columns about
historic people, places and events relevant to the
city’s continuing African American Heritage Project. For information about the African American
Heritage Project, call Kimberly Hinder at (727)
892-5451 or email Kimberly.hinder@stpete.org.

Florida Department of Transportation
District Seven

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Blake class of 1961
70th birthday celebration meeting
The next meeting of the Howard W. Blake High
School Class of 1961 Alumni Club will be held
Sat., Dec, 8 at 1 p.m. ALL class members
are encouraged to attend.
The meeting will take place at the Open Cafe,
3222 N. 34th Street in Tampa.
For more information, please call (813) 248-3322.

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

The Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven, invites you to participate in
the Five-Year Tentative Work Program Public Hearing for Fiscal Years July 1, 2013
through June 30, 2018. The Tentative Work Program covers the next five years of preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition, construction, and public transportation
projects for Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas counties and includes
Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise projects in these counties. This hearing is being conducted
pursuant to Chapter 120 and 339.135(4)(d), Florida Statutes.
The hearing will be held: Thursday, December 13, 2012, 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm
The hearing is being conducted as a webinar, (GoToMeeting) which is a live presentation delivered over the internet. Registration is required prior to joining the webinar.
Please visit the website below to register:
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/694923066
If you do not have access to a computer or the internet, remote viewing locations are
provided at each of the following locations:

Florida Dept. of Transportation, 11201 N. McKinley Dr, Tampa, FL 33612
Citrus County: Inverness Gov’t Building, 212 W. Main Street, Inverness, FL 34450
Hernando County: MPO Offices, 20 N. Main St, Brooksville, FL 34601
Hillsborough County: MPO Offices, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd., 18th Floor, Tampa, FL 33601
Pasco County: West Pasco Gov’t Center, 8731 Citizens Dr, New Port Richey, FL 34654
Pinellas County: MPO Offices, 310 Court Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
The department will receive verbal and written comments from organizations and the
general public at each location. Written comments not received at the public hearing
must be postmarked by December 26, 2012 to become part of the official public hearing
record. Written comments may be mailed to: Debbie Hunt, Director of Transportation Development, Florida Department of Transportation, 11201 N. McKinley
Drive, MS 7-100, Tampa, Florida 33612-6456
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex,
religion, disability or family status. Persons who require special accommodations under
the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of
charge) should contact Lori Marable, Public Involvement Coordinator, at (813) 9756405 or (800) 226-7220 at least seven days prior to the hearing.

4

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2012

COMMUNITY NEWS
Eta Rho Chapter-Omega Psi Phi
Community Spotlight
Fraternity’s “Incredible Six”
By Emma Cavin • Staff Writer

Freddie Smith Driver, Tool Maker, Salesman, Hotel Porter

L-R Roderick Green, Malcolm Flakes, Derek Cooper, Dwayne Climes,
Not Shown-Chris Graham, Michael Mitchell
BY TOM PACKER

ST. PETERSBURG – In the summer
of 2010, Eta Rho Chapter selected six
young men to enter into the folds of
Omega. From the very beginning it was
recognized that they were special; just
how special would be realized over the
next two and a half years.
In the 50 year history of the Eta Rho
Chapter, there has not been a selected
body of men to enter and remain active
for more than two years. The six men
Roderick Green, Malcolm Flakes, Derek
Cooper, Dwayne Climes, Chris Graham
and Michael Mitchell not only remained
active but have taken on very special projects and positions within the chapter.
Their desire to get involved has become their hallmark. They are the go to
workforce when a particular project
needs exceptional handling that will lead
to a successful completion.
From the start, they entered Omega
with a project already under their command. For example, these young men established the GED Scholarship Award

that provides cash donations to GED students in South Pinellas in order to cover
the cost of their final exam.
This was just the start of something
dynamic, with all being appointed or
elected to chapter offices and committees. Malcolm Flakes would become
Keeper of Finance; Derek Cooper became Chaplain, Michael Mitchell became
reclamation chairman and Dwayne
Climes went on to become Talent Hunt
Chairman.
Roderick Green went on to become
chairman of Martin Luther King Day
fundraising effort and Chris Graham assistance to Thanksgiving Day Basket
Giveaway and Talent Hunt Coordination
was immeasurable.
As Eta Rho prepares to kick of their
new chapter year in 2013, the “Incredible
Six,” as they are affectionately known,
were the first to pay their dues. Their desire to lead and serve has become legendary.
Eta Rho Chapter is fortunate to have
such men of honor and commitment to
both the fraternity and community.

Freddie Smith’s life began in
Thomasville, Ga. He was the sixth child
of eight born to Herbert and Juanita
Smith. After moving a couple of times, the
family settled down in St. Petersburg
when Smith was in his first and only year
at Gibbs High School. He graduated in
June of 1958.
Smith’s first job was as a dishwasher at
the lunch counter of F.W. Woolworth. Before long, he was also doing the jobs of
porter and stock person, which earned
him a four dollar raise. He went from
$44.00 dollars per week to $48.00 per
week. The work was not easy, but his parents’ strict rules of behavior forced the
Smith siblings to do right in spite of society
limits or the behavior of others.
He is now grateful for all that he
learned from his parents and others, both
rich and poor. The parents taught them
that there were two things of which they
needed to be mindful in this life: their relationship with Christ, and the choices they
made.
They were to consider the consequences of their choices, and be prepared
to get credit for the good things they could
do. To this day, he still sees their importance.
A couple of summers later, Smith got
the opportunity to go to New York, with a
short detour through Thomasville to visit
his aunt and a stopover in Highland, N.C.
to take a porter’s position at the Highland
Inn, a summer resort for the wealthy.
That stop over changed his life. It was
there that he met the college student Betty
Robinson, who became his wife a few years
later. He remembers how the friendship
blossomed. There weren’t many things to
do, but even if there had been, they did not
have much time to do them.
Smith was only off for half a day on Sunday, the day they went to church together.
Still, the friendship thrived. When Robinson went back to Tuskegee University in
the fall, Smith went on to New York, but
they wrote each other and called as often
as they could.
“New York was more than a big city to
me,” Smith related. “It was one of the most
fascinating places I have ever been. I got a
job with Broudie Music Publications, and
one of the perks of this job was the opportunity to meet many famous people, like
Harry Belafonte, Diahann Carroll, and Flip
Wilson.”
His jobs was to pack, ship and bill, pick
up, and deliver music, including the delivery of Brahm’s Requiem Mass, which was
played at the funeral mass for former President John F. Kennedy.
“The music was an unfinished symphony
for a great man who had unfinished work.
That was a very sad time,” Smith recalled.

The summer after Robinson’s junior
year, Smith brought her to St. Petersburg
to meet his family. He had already met
her parents and won them over, and the
Smith family was just as enamored with
his future bride.
During the Christmas holidays that
year, they were married. On December
27 of this year, they will celebrate 49 years
of marriage.
“Couples often have misunderstandings and miscommunications. What we
learned is that faith and love can bring
you through it all,” said Smith.
Upon his return to St. Petersburg,
Smith worked as a tool maker and an appliance salesman. However, the job on
which Smith worked for more than 25
years was United Parcel Services (UPS).
For 12 years, he drove a package car,
one of the smaller delivery trucks. For
13 years, Smith drove the big rigs with
double trailers. He also was responsible
for weekend security at all facilities the
company served in the area.
In the last five years at UPS, Smith developed a diversity program. As the liaison between the hourly workers and the
managers, Smith held meeting, met with
district supervisors, and made sure that
all situations were fair and equitable for
all workers.
He received numerous awards at his
retirement, but what he values most of all,
is the sign which marked his special parking place and declared that he had driven
for 20 years without an accident.
Avid church goers, the Smiths like to
reminisce about the years when they
worked as youth directors at church.
They were in charge of the youth choir,
ushers, speakers fundraising activities,
and many wholesome activities planned
just for fun.
When not in church or working on
their jobs, the couple travels across the nation. They are the parents of two daughters
and have two devoted granddaughters.

In The Spirit Of
The Season

HAPPY WORKERS LEARNING CENTER, INC. SAYS
THANK YOU
TO UNITED WAY SUNCOAST and VALPAK
for their
CARING, SHARING and amazing SUPPORT and
EFFORT that made such a SUCCESSFUL day.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2012

5

COMMUNITY NEWS
In the spirit of Thanksgiving
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on the wonderful things that life has given. Students were asked the question,
“What does Thanksgiving mean to you?” Here are the thoughts and heart-felt comments of our youth.

Deonte’ Tukes, 13
“Thanksgiving is one of the
best days the Lord has given us
to spend time with family.”

Brandon Singh, 15
“Thanksgiving is a time to
celebrate. Being thankful
and giving honor for the food
on our table.”

Cheyenne Jackson
“Thanksgiving is an opportunity
to rest from school, have fun
with my family and good food.”

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

Ongoing — Publix now offers their customers
access to free Wi-Fi service inside their
supermarkets - a blessing for customers who
shop with their mobile devices.The Wi-Fi
service will help mobile users access the
Internet and check out products, ingredients,
prices and other useful tools shoppers want
access to while grocery shopping.
November 23 thru 25 – Studio@620 and The
Palladium Present: Langston Hughes’ Black
Nativity. A musical African-American Holiday
Tradition. FREE and open to the public. For
more information, go to mypalladium.org or call
727-822-3590

Jerius Johnson, 15
“Thanksgiving is a day to give
thanks unto the Lord which has
been given to us on earth.”

Zharia Johnson, 6th Grade
“Thanksgiving is about the
family and enjoying yourself.”

Ashley Singh, 13
“Thanksgiving is time to be
surrounded by friends and
family so that you can have a
blessed dinner.”

Gibbs Senior High prepares for 50th reunion
ST. PETERSBURG — The 1963
graduating class of Gibbs Senior High
School is preparing for their 50th reunion, which will be held in June
2013.
One of their fundraisers is the
$200 Gas Giveaway. The tickets are
$1.00 each or six for $5. The first
drawing was held last month at Wildwood Community Recreation Center
and Barrington Aslick of St Petersburg was the lucky winner. The next
drawing will be held at the end of this
month.
The giveaway is one of many
fundraisers being held to help with
the costs of the reunion. Some of the
participants include Class President
Thomas “Jet” Jackson, decorating
committee member Eula Pearl Flowers Bush, Class Chaplain Minson
Rubin and supervisor at Wildwood

$200 Gas Giveaway was held last month.
Recreation Center Cathy Fort, who
drew the winning ticket.
Class meetings are held at 7 p.m.
on the fourth Thursday of each

month at St. Mark Missionary Baptist
church, 1301 37th St. S. in St. Petersburg. For more information, please
call (727) 415-4628 or (727) 823-8023.

Friday, November 23 — The city of St.
Petersburg kicks the holiday season off with a
Holiday Tree Lighting community event with
Mayor Bill Foster flipping the switch next Friday
from 5-7 p.m. in North Straub Park on Bayshore
Drive on the waterfront. Entertainment begins
at 5 p.m. with Radio Disney and the Vesper
Bells Choir from Lutheran Church of the Cross,
6 p.m. St. Petersburg Community Band.
Saturday, December 1 – Let’s ring in
December with a breakfast with Santa from 8
a.m. to Noon. There will be a full breakfast,
holiday music, entertainment, crafts, games,
door prizes and more! Photos with Santa & Mrs.
Claus can be purchased for $5.00. As one of
our chapter’s largest community outreach
events, Breakfast with Santa event touches the
hearts of kids both young and old. The event
will be located the Salvation Army Citadel Corps
Community Center located at 3800 9th Ave. N.
in St. Petersburg. If you have any questions,
please contact the St. Petersburg Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta at 727-744-2083.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising
Sales Representative

LAW OFFICE OF RODERICK O. FORD PLLC
Employment Discrimination
Worker’s Compensation
Bankruptcy ($500 & up)
Social Security Disability
(727) 209-0814 (St. Petersburg)
or (813) 223-1200 (Tampa)
www.fordlawfirm.org
220 E. Madison St., Ste. 1110, Tampa, FL 33602

James E. Flynn Jr.
SITE PLAN REVIEW – #12-31000040 (E-4)
145 4th Ave NE, St. Petersburg.
Approval of a Site Plan Review. The applicant requests
approval of a 14 Story, 16 Unit multi-family development
with first floor retail. Applicant is requesting floor area
ratio bonuses and a variance to Albert Whitted Airport
regulations. Public Hearing on December 5, 2012
at 2:00 PM in Council Chambers, City Hall,
175 Fifth St N, St. Petersburg, FL.
For information call 727-892-5498 or in person,
Development Review Services, One 4th St N.

Writer Needed!
Start TODAY!
Writers will cover events and feature stories in
Pinellas County and the Bradenton/Palmetto area.

Sell advertising space, including graphic
art, in The Weekly Challenger and
The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes
and formats for advertising.
Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Stories must be factually correct,
between 500-600 words unless told otherwise
and be accompanied by pictures of the event.
Correct grammar and punctuation is a must. AP style
of writing is required. Schedule must be flexible.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

“Ask Your
Southside
Lawyer”
Every week
The Weekly Challenger
will select your
questions and have
James Flynn,
“Our Southside Lawyer”
give answers.
Please submit
questions to
theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com
or call 727-490-6327.

PICK OF THE WEEK!
52 49 31

CA$H 3

378
891
620

DOG DAYS

2-5 4-8
5-3 1-7
6-2 7-4
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COMMUNITY NEWS
MLK Day Parade and Battle of the Bands

Cooking for the community

From MLK, page 1

From ATWATER, page 1

attended MLK day parades in
the Southeastern United States
and a crowning achievement of
not only the organizers, The
MLK Holiday & Legacy Association, Inc., but also the City of
St. Petersburg.
St. Petersburg is Florida’s
fourth largest city and is home
to a robust, socially and politically active African-American
community. Real estate ads
abound stating that St. Petersburg’s neighborhoods are
some of the most successfully
multicultural
integrated,
neighborhoods in the country.
Why then is there a perceived disparity about the support the city shows for the
Festival of States Celebration
and Parade and the three day
event that celebrates Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life and
African-American culture?
When asked recently
about this perceived disparity,
Mayor Bill Foster stated that
the Festival of States is now
the city’s lead up to the Grand
Prix, but the city does not promote the event. He stated that
the groups that organize the
events are responsible for
their promotion.
When asked whether or
not Tropicana Field would
ever be made the permanent
home of the drum line competition, Mayor Foster said that
he was under the impression
that it already was.
Foster explained that “the
city has 10 free days per year,
per our contract with the Rays
and we earmark the Sunday
before MLK Day for the
MLK, Jr. Drum Major for Justice Competition.”
After consulting the city’s
budget, he said that they
spend approximately $17,000
on Battle of the Bands at Tropicana and $35,000 on the MLK
Day parade for security and
sanitation. He assured that the
city spends the same amount
($35,000) on security for the
Festival of States Parade.

which he depicts such
local symbols of tragedy
as 8-year-old Paris WhiteThe
head-Hamilton.
young girl fatally shot in
her Bartlett Park home
some three years ago.
Perhaps the Atwater
name stirs somewhat
sweeter memories of oldtime fried chicken, biscuits, collard greens, and
peach cobbler. Either way,
both Eric and the Atwater
family are well known and
established members of
the St. Petersburg community, with roots stretching back decades.
“My mama bought this
building in 1976,” Atwater
fondly reminisced about
the simple structure that
housed the once legendary Atwater’s Cafeteria. The feeling of
ownership aroused a
sense of accomplishment
and pride in the entire
family, especially his father Elzo Atwater, Sr.
“He came home and
said, ‘Mattie, I just paid off
that property on 22nd and
9th Street,’ leaving the
family feeling blessed with
their good fortune.
Today, with his cookie
business set to continue
thriving due to Obama’s
four more years in office,
Atwater has set his sights
on returning the family
name to its previous
stature in the community.
With plans to reopen
in the old Atwater building, he, along with the
help and support of his
brothers and sisters, intends to open a new buffet
style restaurant complete
with all the soul food you
can eat.
“I got my brother Rick
cooking collard greens,”
Atwater boasted, “I got my
sister, [she’s] gonna make
some pies. We’re all together.”
After the passing of the
family matriarch, Mattie
Atwater, in 2003, the Atwater siblings officially took
over the business working
tirelessly during a time of
grief.
In 2005, the Atwater
Cafeteria underwent a
transformation to update
its furnishings and head in
a new direction. But almost two years ago the
business closed its doors
for good, leaving a community wondering what
happened.
“They said we lost this,
we lost that. We ain’t lost
nothing,” Atwater said.
“We got some rest. We got
some time to enjoy life
without being under a lot
of stress and a lot of pressure.”
But now the Atwater
family is refreshed and
ready to embark on a new
adventure in an old familiar location. Set to open its
doors sometime around
the new year, “Mama’s

2006 MLK parade.
Foster said that the differences in perception of the two
events may be the result of the
MLK Day parade being considered a “free speech event
by the city, and that most of
the money allocated is to provide security for the celebration.”
To understand why the
perception that these two
events are somehow treated
differently by the city, one
must look at its history.
One of the original organizers for the parade, Sevell
Brown, said the city has not always been so hospitable to the
event. He said when the first
parade was organized in 1986,
the then Chief of Police Sam
Lynn, sent a Lieutenant Braun
to intimidate and harass the
organizers and influence the
parade route.
According to Brown,
Braun said, “there was no way
a nigger parade was going
down Central Avenue.”
Eventually, the organizers
sought help from the ACLU
(American Civil Liberties
Union) who intervened on
their behalf in federal courts.
They won their case and have
become one of the largest,
most respected and well attended celebrations of its kind.
“In the first years, what we
encountered was resistance
from the Festival of States organizers,” (the Suncoasters, a
civic organization closely
aligned with the Chamber of

Commerce), “who frowned
on the idea of the MLK, Jr.
Day parade being set up and
organized in St. Pete,” said
Brown.
For nearly a decade, explained Brown, the MLK Day
Parade has experienced equitable treatment from the city.
He commended Mayor Foster for his support of the event
along with John Bryant,
Ernest Young, Leslie Curran
and others.
“[They] are the most progressive group ever ushered
in and have led the nation in
the way Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. should be honored,”
praised Brown.
Many changes have occurred in St. Petersburg since
the days when the weight of
the ACLU was needed to protect the free speech rights of
African Americans and their
supporters.
King himself would be
proud of our city wide efforts,
for he once said, “If any of you
are around when I meet my
day, I don’t want a long funeral. And if you get somebody to deliver the eulogy, tell
them not to talk too long.
Every now and then I wonder
what I want them to say…yes,
if you want to say that I was a
drum major, say that I was a
drum major for justice; say
that I was a drum major for
peace; I was a drum major for
righteousness.”

Local hiring ordinance
From FAST, page 1

The ordinance would include all Pinellas county citizens who have lived in the
county for at least six-months
or more.
Joining the group to
show community support for
the ordinance was Awake
Pinellas, a group of people
who organize and advocate
the social and economic
progress of Pinellas County.
“This is a consumer
choice that residents can
support,” Kofi Hunt of
Awake Pinellas said. “We
hope to show community
support for passing the ordinance and we are willing to
work with the council on alternatives if necessary.”
Hunt added that the
$150,000 study of the hiring
practices of local contractors
that the council is considering may not apply to the local
statute, but instead applies to
a federal statute.
At the subsequent city
council meeting, council
members voted to postpone
the vote on the proposed or-

FAST and other supporting organizations gather
before city hall.
dinance until the Jan. 10,
2013 meeting. Within this
time period city lawyers will
research if the $150,000
study is needed to be included with the ordinance.
Some detractors of the
ordinance argue that such a
workers ordinance will work
against taxpayers by producing a reduction in competition, increased prices and
lower quality work.
The ordinance will contain a referral system and a
monitoring
component

which would require the contractors to submit verification
of compliance. The referral
system will provide job applicants to employers.
It is recommended that
the ordinance include “hardto-employ” workers including those that are on, or have
recently left public assistance, veterans, workers with
a criminal record, the underemployed, and graduates
from job training programs.

Eric preparing a preview
of this Saturday’s fare.

Ramon Pennywell enjoying ribs.

Buffet” is sure to please
the taste buds while filling
a fundamental need of the
Atwater family.
Just like his mama,
Eric wants to support the
community and the Atwater tradition of never turning away a hungry soul.
He has a unique disposition about his role in life
and is always willing to
help those in need.
“It ain’t about the
money,” Atwater clarified,
“I want everybody to stop
hating. We’ve got to love
one another.”
Family friend Ramon
Pennywell has known Atwater since he was little
and knows his generosity
is only matched by the
size of his heart.
“He’s a good man,”
Pennywell said. “He does
nothing but positive stuff
for people. Everybody that
knows him knows he
shares.”
And sharing is exactly
what he plans to do this
Saturday. Atwater has a
block party planned for
Sat., Nov. 24 where he intends to have his signature shoes, clothes, and
t-shirts up for sale. To entice residents from all
over, Atwater plans to provide the food, including
the famously scrumptious
Atwater BBQ chicken.
“That’s why I’m out
here; I’m just letting
everybody know we’re
here.
Let everybody
know were fixing to open

back up,” Eric said right
before he announced, “I’m
going to feed everybody –
on me.”
And he wants the entire Midtown community
to show up for the event,
including Mayor Bill Foster and city council members. “I’m inviting them to
get some free chicken, to
meet people, [and] to get
to know people,” Eric explained.
Atwater also intends to
hand out free shirts, but
advises everyone that he
plans to begin early and
aims to keep the block
party going and not shut
down until everybody else
gets tired.
“I do this because it’s
what I love to do,” Eric
boasts.
So from the halls of
Dixie
Hollins
High
School’s culinary program
to the grown up world of
restaurateur, Eric Atwater
plans to continue the family tradition of love, hope,
and inspiration that the St.
Petersburg community
desperately needs.
And while Eric and
the family are still ironing
out the kinks of the upcoming restaurant, Atwater promises the food will
be outstanding. “It’s
gonna be somebody’s
mama in there,” he forewarned.
If his BBQ chicken is
on the menu, be prepared
for some long lines. It will
be worth it.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access

Our website gets a facelift
From WEBSITE, page 1

sought after and encouraged. And in an attempt to
never forget our past, Jon
Wilson’s Hidden History
section will also be accessible.
Now The Weekly Challenger is at your fingertips

Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification
wherever you go. Just type
in theweeklychallenger.com
and have instant access to
all your community news,
from wherever you are.
Show your friends and
coworkers what we’re all
about.

Content on theweeklychallenger.com is abridged.
Look for the complete
paper in a store near year.
The Weekly Challenger
newspaper is published
each Thursday.

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Urban League form alliance with SBA
BY KENDALL QUEEN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The U.S. Small Business
Administration
(SBA)
signed a strategic alliance
with the Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL) last
Wed., Nov.14 at the PCUL
headquarters located at
333 31st N.
The alliance pledged
that SBA and PCUL will
work together by using
SBA’s resources to advance business access to
technological information
through learning opportunities, while also offering
maximum financial opportunities and training to entrepreneurs.
“Our goal is to work
with existing organizations that are doing what
they’re doing and doing it
well. Also, we want to
make sure that we link the
people in our community
with the right resources to
advancement,”
ensure
said CEO and President of
PCUL Watson Haynes, II.
The PCUL strives to
serve Tampa Bay communities by assisting African
Americans and others to
increase their social inclusion, educational competiveness and economic
prosperity through advocacy, program services
and research, which will
help bridge social-economic barriers.
They wanted to make
sure that the alliance was
structured to best assist
small businesses and get
them capitalized, while
also offering more jobs.
While finalizing the agreement, PCUL made sure it
was done in such a way
that the community would
understand the benefits.
“If someone comes
into the Urban League
needing funding for their
business, we want to be
able to refer them to the
right person for the job,
and we want to track that
person to make sure they
got the help that they
needed,” stated Haynes.
The SBA is very similar in structure. They
work on providing financial, contractual, and developmental support by
helping and advising with

Salute to Active Military Persons

MSgt. Paulette R. Payton Pea, USAF
BY EMMA C. CAVIN

Watson Haynes, II signing an alliance
agreement with Jonel Hein of SBA.

Mayor Foster speaking at the signing of the
alliance between PCUL and SBA.
the interests of small businesses.
By signing this alliance, SBA is pledging to
offer up-to-date information about their programs,
make their resource partners available, and advise
the PCUL of events that
may impact their mission,
among many other opportunities.
LEMA Construction
But in the end, both
owner, Jonathan
parties are joined by a
Staton, created a
common mission — help- partnership with PCUL
ing to start, maintain, and
that morning.
expand small businesses.
Over 30 people gath- residents in the area.
“Studies have shown
ered at the PCUL headthat
every dollar you
quarters to watch this
spend
in a local business,
alliance being signed.
85
percent
of that money
School board member
elect, Rene Flowers, ex- goes back into your compressed her gratitude to munity,” Stanton said as
the SBA and advised that, he summarized his busi“We need to invest in our ness purpose.
SBA’s South Florida
communities. In order to
District Director,
Deputy
do that, we’ve got to have
Jonel
Hein
was delighted
businesses here in our
that
so
many
people were
community that we patronthere to show their comize.”
One of the businesses mitment to the commuin attendance was local nity.
“We use partnerships
construction
company
LEMA Construction, who like the one that we’re
created a partnership with going to sign today to
PCUL that very morning. leverage the resources
They aim to assist in pro- that we have. Anywhere
viding training and em- that we can be, we want to
ployment opportunities to be. We are very happy to
solidify our relationship,
local citizens.
Owner Jonathan Stan- not only with the urban
ton grew up in St. Peters- league, but with the comburg
and
has
11 munity as a whole,” Hein
employees who are also finished.

Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership
with The Weekly Challenger presents:

Parent of the Week Award
This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the award is to celebrate
parental engagement in education by parents and caring adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged in all aspects of
their children’s lives.

Joshlyn E. Parker, a foster parent who has served
several children for the past several years continues
to instill values in all the children by teaching moral
conduct, respect for adult authority, and how to love
and pray.
She is vigilant in contacting the school frequently
by phone and school visits.

Jamon Sanders, a stay-at-home dad, with wife, Akilan, are parents who demonstrate to their children that
education is very important to the family. While Akilan
is at work, Jamon invests a lot of time with the children.
He helps with homework, and makes sure they are
well groomed before going out.
Both dad and mom teach their children how to pray
and makes sure that they are involved with positive activities both in and out of school. Dad visits the school
monthly or calls to check on their progress. He also attends meetings for dads, cooks and helps with laundry.
Not only does mom work, but she is also enrolled at St. Petersburg College.
“I thank God for my wife for having a mindset for us to work together to care
for our the children.”
— Jamon Sanders

Master Sergeant Paulette
R. Payton Pea is assigned
to Headquarters United
States Special Operations
Command as a Financial
Analyst, Accounting Directorate, and Special Operations officer in the Center
for Financial Management
(SOFM).
Pea was born on Dec. 5,
1967 in Clearwater. She is a
graduate of Boca Ciega
High School where she
demonstrated much skill in
instrumental music and
choreography when she
served as drum major for
the Pirates’ Marching Band.
After high school, she
attended St. Petersburg
Junior College and earned
an Associate’s Degree in
Business Administration.
As operations began in
support of Desert Shield,
Pea enlisted in the United
States Air Force in August
1990 (under the delayed enlistment program), and reported for active duty in
March 1991. She completed basic military training at Lackland Air Force
Base, Texas, in April 1991,
and completed F-15 Communication, Navigation,
and Penetration Aids Aircraft Avionics training at
Lowry Air Force Base,
Denver, Colorado, in October 1991.
Her career began at
Tyndall Air Force Base,
Fla, as an F-15 Avionics Apprentice, assigned to the
2D Fighter Squadron. After
seven years in the F-15
Avionics career field, she
retrained into the Financial
Management career field in
February 1997.
Pea earned two additional associate’s degreesone in Aircraft Avionics and
the other in Financial Management-from the Community College of the Air
Force, at Maxwell Air
Force Base in Mont-

gomery, Ala.
Other military training
included the completion of
Airman Leadership School
in 1993, non-commissioned
officer Academy in 1995,
and a Senior Noncommissioned Officer Course in
2009.
In addition, she received certification in Defense Financial Management.
Pea will receive the Bachelor of Science degree in
Business Technology in
2013.
During her career, Pea
has been selected as Resource Advisor of the Year,
Installation-Level, for the
United States Air Force,
and Quality Assurance
Manager (QAM) of the
Year for Air Mobility Command (AMC), Scott Air
Force Base in Illinois.
In 2008, she was
awarded the DoD “Check
It” Award for making accounting improvements
that resulted in freeing up
$831M in Iraqi Security
Force Funds (ISFF). This
funding was reinvested in
items critical to building
the Iraqi Security Force capability.
In 2011, Pea deployed to
the Pakistan Counterinsurgency Capability Fund
Budget/ Financial Analyst
Security Assistance Office,
in the Office of Defense
Representative,
United
States Embassy, in Islamabad, Pakistan. Again, she
provided critical analysis
that was invaluable to the
Fiscal Year 2010/2011 PCF
Congressional Notification.
Her attention to detail
led to numerous incidents
of reversals and overhauls
as well as corrections to the
reversal of a $1B Foreign
Military States posting
error, and the identification of $10.2M The distinctive accomplishments have
shown her competency as a
Budget and Financial Analyst and brought credit to

the United States Air Force
and the Department of Defense.
Special awards and
commendations earned by
Pea include the Defense
Meritorious Service Medal,
the Air Force Commendation Medal, Joint Service
Commendation Medal, the
Air Force Achievement
Medal, the NATO Medal,
the Iraqi Campaign Award,
the National Defense Service Medal, and the Global
War on Terrorism Service
Award. Numerous Financial Management awards,
Quality Assurance Management Awards, and Special
Operations Awards were
also presented to her. She
received the Meritorious
Performance
resource
Management Award from
the American Society of
Military Comptrollers.
MSgt. Paulette R. Payton Pea is married to Master Sergeant (retired) Titus
D. Pea, currently assigned
to the 6th Airlift Wing,
MacDill Air Force Base,
6th
Communication
Squadron, Plans and Programming Office. They are
the parents of three chilTheir daughter,
dren.
Jaziree Diaz, lives in
Tacoma, Wash.; Samuel,
17, and Justus, 15, are both
high school students in
Hillsborough County.

Great American Teach-In
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Weekly Challenger’s
Jeanie Blue proved to be
quite the hit at this year’s
Great American Teach-In
held this past Thurs.,
Nov. 15.
Blue, staff writer and
freelance reporter, explained to Mrs. Renee
O’Brien’s 7th and 8th grade
advanced honors English
students at Bay Point Middle School how the journalism business can be
profitable as well as
provide meaningful contributions to community
development and preservation.
Blue also provided

Jeanie Blue
background information on
how the Challenger was
founded by Cleveland Johnson, Jr. and remains a fam-

ily owned and operated
business that is based and
inextricably tied to the
community.

A Fabulous Day of Inspiration & Motivation

CELEBRATE YOU!
For Women Only
It’s your time to “Go Get It”
Hosted by the
James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family Center
2335 22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Saturday, December 1, 2012 • 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

To Register Call 727-321-9444
Registration deadline Nov. 26 • Must be registered to receive a gift bag

Admission: A donatoin of jewelry or accessories for the
Dress for Success Clothes Closet
BRUNCH • WOMEN RELATED HEALTH TOPICS • BEAUTY TIPS • DOOR PRIZES

Special Guest Speaker Mrs. Angela Rouson
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BEYOND THE BAY
New center to exemplify social
legacy of MLK Sr.

Ohio man receives medal for
WWII service

BY MICHAEL BIESECKER

SHTABULA, Ohio (AP) —
A northeast Ohio man who
was one of the first blacks
to serve in the U.S. Marine
Corps has been honored by
his country nearly 70 years
after his service ended.
Family and friends of
Lenel Moore, 87, of Ashtabula, cheered, applauded
and wept Saturday as
Moore received the Congressional Gold Medal at a
Veterans of Foreign Wars
post in his hometown of
Ashtabula, The (Cleveland)
Plain Dealer reported.
Moore received the
medal from the members
of the 3rd Battalion, 25th
Marines, headquartered in
the Cleveland suburb of
Brook Park.
“If I had to do it over
again, I would,’’ said
Moore, wiping away his
own tears after receiving
the medal from the members of the 3rd Battalion,
25th Marines from suburban Cleveland. “I appreciate this honor that I
thought I’d never see.’’
Congress authorized
the gold medals for the first
black Marines, known as
the
Montford
Point
Marines. They joined the
Marine Corps after President Franklin Roosevelt issued an executive order in
1942 to open up enlistment
regardless of race.
Between 1942 and 1946,
20,000 men trained at a segregated corner of Camp
Lejeune called Camp Montford Point. Marine Lt. Col.
Pete McAleer, said Saturday that the Corps retained
only 1,000 of the Montford
Point Marines and discharged the rest in 1946
“without so much as a
thank you.’’
McAleer said only
about 900 are still alive, although some Marine Corps
estimates place the number
closer to 500.
Moore “joined at a time
when his country was not
treating everyone equally,’’
said McAleer, inspector instructor with the battalion
in Brook Park.
The Montford Point
Marines, another group of
black servicemen known as
the Tuskegee Airmen and
the Japanese-American battalions that served in Europe, “changed the way we

AP Staff Writer

ATLANTA (AP) — The
father of Martin Luther
King Jr. is remembered as
a
prominent
Atlanta
preacher and civil rights
leader. But as a young man
from a poor sharecropping
family in rural Georgia, he
is said to have walked
north to Atlanta barefoot
so he didn’t wear out his
only pair of shoes.
His legacy is now being
honored through a community center built to help
other low-income people
find a path out of poverty.
Known as Daddy King,
the Rev. Martin Luther
King Sr. became pastor of
Atlanta’s
influential
Ebenezer Baptist Church
and a leader of early efforts to challenge the
Georgia’s Jim Crow laws.
Preaching education and
self-reliance, King instilled
values in his children that
helped his eldest son become a transformational
national leader.
Christine
Daughter
King Farris said the new
$8 million Martin Luther
King Sr. Community Resources Complex down
the block from the historic
church pastored by her father and later by her famous brother will provide
computer literacy courses,
financial planning and
other services to help lowincome people become
more financially secure.
“This building being
named for my father is
very appropriate,’’ said
Farris, 85. “He was a social
activist who always said
`Don’t forget about the
least of these,’ meaning
those persons who did not
have the same wherewithal as others.’’
Inside the new 32,000building,
square-foot
Ebenezer partnered with
four other nonprofit organizations: Operation HOPE,
Casey Family Programs,
The Center for Working
Families Inc. and Catholic
Charities Atlanta. Each has
space inside the complex
to provide specialized
services for people such as
foster children, recent immigrants, teen mothers, at-

risk students and others.
The Rev. Raphael G.
Warnock, the senior pastor at Ebenezer, said he
only has to walk out of the
doors of his church and
into the surrounding
Sweet Auburn neighborhood to see the social
needs the new center will
seek to address. Though
some pockets have recently undergone renewal
with the restoration of
some older homes, the historically African-American
area still has some of Atlanta’s worst social outcomes — low graduation
rates, high unemployment
and abiding poverty.
“Our whole focus is to
move beyond charity to
real change; to move peotoward
selfple
sufficiency,’’
Warnock
said. “We felt that as the
church of Martin Luther
King Jr., we should be an
active participant in the
work of social transformation and in the work of
helping people have better
outcomes in their lives.’’
Warnock said the center will also carry on the
ministry of Daddy King,
who died in 1984. After arriving in Atlanta in 1918,
he took basic education
classes he need to qualify
for admission to Morehouse College and wooed
the daughter of A.D.
Williams, then the minister at Ebenezer. He took
the lead role at the church
in 1931, after the death of
his father-in-law.
Decades before his son
became a national leader,
the elder King led
marches in Atlanta for voting rights and equal pay
for black teachers in the
city’s segregated schools.
He became the local head
of the NAACP. But as
Warnock recounted, he
also served on the board
of a local bank and helped
guide members of his congregation toward financial
success.
“He preached the 12
commandments. No. 11
was `Thou shalt send thy
children to college.’ And
No. 12 was, `Thou shalt
own thy own home,’’’
Warnock said. “Daddy
King was ... a social activist

who believed you really
need to transform the
structures of the society itself, while at the same time
he encouraged the members of his congregation to
take personal responsibility for their lives. We’ve
tried to embody that in the
work we’re doing here.’’
The new center, paid
for with a mix of corporate
donations, grants and
other funds, also houses a
trove of photos and artifacts from the life of Daddy
King and his wife, Alberta
Williams King. An accomplished musician known as
Mama King, she was
gunned down by a mentally ill man inside
Ebenezer’s sanctuary in
1974 while playing the
Lord’s Prayer during a
Sunday morning service.
It was about six years after
her son was assassinated
in Memphis.
In storage for nearly 40
years, the organ she was
playing when she was shot
is now on display for the
first time in the rehearsal
hall of the new community
center. Farris said this
week it was the first time
she had seen the organ
since the time of her
mother’s death.
“Shortly after she was
taken, they moved that
organ,’’ said Farris, who
was in the church the
morning of the shooting.
“My mother was always
right there beside my father, working with him.
She has some of the same
feelings and philosophies
as my father and was always concerned about
people.’’
Farris said she hopes
the new center will help increase recognition of her
father’s contributions to
the civil rights movement,
which are not as wellknown as those of Martin
Luther King, Jr.
“My brother grew up
under my father, and of
course it was there for him
to see that kind of leadership,’’ Farris said. “He listened to the sermons. The
whole idea of the social
gospel, he got that from
his father.’’

Moore, 87, reacts after
awarded the Congressional Gold Medal.

Between 1942 and 1946, 20,000 men trained at a
segregated corner of Camp Lejeune.
viewed
minorities,’’ Jima, where some of the
McAleer said.
most brutal fighting in the
But while recruitment Pacific occurred during
was opened to everyone, World War II. The Marines
the armed forces would re- suffered around 24,000 camain officially segregated sualties, including 6,000
until President Harry S. dead, according to governTruman ordered total inte- ment statistics.
gration in 1948.
Most of the black
McAleer said Congress Marines were relegated to
decided to recognize the support units, but many
Montford Point Marines still ended up in the middle
earlier this year with the of the fighting. Moore demedals, but he believes scribed his unit as “the
that fewer than half of the cleanup crew,’’ which reeligible Marines received trieved the dead and
their medals in Washington wounded from the battleD.C. last summer. The field.
Corps is trying to find the
Only eight members of
rest, he said.
the 32 in his platoon surMoore’s
daughter, vived, and Moore was hit
Rosemary Moore, said that with a piece of shrapnel in
they tried to surprise her fa- his left leg.
ther Saturday, telling him
Grandson Alvin Lewis,
that one of his nephews 23, said after the ceremony
would pick him up and take that he never knew about
him to the hall under the his grandfather’s service.
pretense that the nephew
“That’s one of the hardwas being honored. But est medals to achieve, and
Moore said he realized I’m proud of him,’’ Lewis
what was going on the mo- said.
ment he arrived.
“When I stepped in the
door, I felt the joy,’’ he said.
Moore served on Iwo

Rhodes Scholar selected
BY MICHELLE JANAYE
NEALY
Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — A
Chicago-area woman who
says she wants to make social welfare policies in the
United States more effective and humane is one of
two people from Illinois
named Rhodes Scholars on
Sunday.
Yale University graduate Rhiana Gunn-Wright of
Oak Lawn and Harvard
University senior Benjamin
Wilcox of Winnetka were
among from 32 American
students inducted Sunday
into the program’s newest
group.
The prestigious award
provides all expenses for up
to four years of study at Oxford University in England.
The winners were selected

from 838 applicants endorsed by 302 different colleges and universities. The
scholars will enter Oxford
next October. Winners are
selected based on academic achievement, personal integrity, leadership
potential and physical
vigor, among other attributes.
“It’s an incredible honor
and blessing,’’ said 23-yearold Gunn-Wright.
She graduated last year
from Yale with majors in
African American studies
and women’s gender and
sexuality studies, is interested in helping to one-day
change social welfare policy. She works at the Institute of Women’s Policy
Research in Washington,
where her research deals
with poverty’s impact on a
person’s ability to access a

college education.
“I don’t think that our
social welfare system has a
vision,’’ she said. “My vision is for a welfare system
that takes into account the
complex issues that lead to
poverty and treats people
humanely in their times of
need without judging them
or punishing them for their
poverty.’’
Before moving to Oak
Lawn, Gunn-Wright was a
longtime
resident
of
Chicago’s South Side, living in the Englewood
neighborhood,
where
Gunn-Wright said her experiences with poverty illustrate how a shortage of
resources could rob people
of their opportunity to
thrive.
“I’ve known people on
welfare. My mother had a
really difficult pregnancy

with me, so she had to stop
working and she was on
welfare briefly,’’ she said.
“These women have so
many different paths into
and are treated so poorly.’’
Wilcox, the other Illinois Rhodes Scholar, is majoring in history. His senior
thesis relates to race and
Brazilian history and He
plans to pursue Latin American studies at Oxford. He
has also traveled 10,000
miles on self-suspended cycling trips across North
American and Europe.
Both students will join
an international group of
scholars.
Rhodes Scholarships
were created in 1902 by the
will of British philanthropist Cecil Rhodes and have
a value of about $50,000 per
year.
Rhiana Gunn-Wright
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
St. Pete High Tipoff
Classic

Barry Brown

Brown takes the court.
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERBURG —
Even though this game
was only a preseason
game, it gives basketball
fans around the city a
glimpse of what they will
see all season long. The
highly
anticipated
matchup between Gibbs
and St. Pete was worth
watching.
In the first quarter the
Gladiators played stifling
defense, but the Devils
were the ones who
jumped on and grabbed
an early 14-5 lead. However, as the quarter came
to a close the pesky defense of the Gladiators cut
the lead to 14-11.
Sophomore Terrell
Burney kept a hot hand
throughout the contest;
he led the team with 20
points. For the most part
St. Pete withstood the
constant pressure of the
Gladiators by taking a 2924 lead to the locker
room.
After halftime, the
Devils came out and
opened up a small lead,
which eventually swelled
to 12 points. The lead escalated to 43-31. The defense of the Gladiators
started to intensify as they

scratched and claw their
way back into the game.
Sophomore
guard
Barry Brown started to
heat up as he knocked
down a few three pointers
and found his way to the
free throw line. In the
meantime, the Gladiator
defense stayed constant
and the Devils could not
make any baskets due to
the in-your-face style of
defense.
The pressure of the
Gladiators broke down
the Devils, and the Gladiators made several free
throws down the stretch
and took the lead late in
the fourth. Brown sank a
couple of free throws for
the Gladiators escaped
with a narrow 54-52 victory.
Barry brown led all
scorers with 31 points,
and Shaquielle Speights
added 13 points.
“We fought and battled as we trailed basically
the whole game. In the
games waning minutes
we just refused to lose,”
Coach Larry Murph said.
Brown added, “The
key to victory for us
tonight was playing vintage Gibbs defense.”

Have any
questions or
comments about
TWC Sports?
Email Us!

BCU Wildcats avoid upset
ORLANDO — This
year’s attendance at the
Florida Classic was the lowest since 1993 with numbers
only reaching 32,317. Without the renowned Marching
100, suspended because of
the hazing death of Robert
Champion, people stayed
away from the nation’s top
black college football classic.
If you watched the game
it was hard fought. But, according to the game’s MVP
Isidore Jackson, it was “easy
as pie.”
Quentin Williams, formerly of Jefferson High had
a productive day. He threw
for 120 yards and one touchdown as the Wildcats got a
late defensive stop to win
their seventh consecutive
game and 13th in conference play dating back to last
season.
Williams also rushed for
86 yards for the Wildcats (92, 8-0 Mid-Eastern Athletic
Conference), who had already clinched the conference championship and a
berth in the FCS playoffs.
The victory marked the
third time that Bethunehas
beaten
Cookman
Florida A&M in consecutive
years in a series that started
in 1925.
“When you’re going to
the next phase (playoffs),
you want to have success following you,’’ said BethuneCookman Head Coach
Brian Jenkins. “It’s carryover. We can go into the
playoffs undisputed and unbeaten. It’s a great win for
our program. We had a
rocky start and put ourselves in bad positions, but
we found a way to win.’’
Florida A&M (4-7, 4-4)
cut the lead to 21-16 when
Damien Fleming connected
with Dewayne Harvey for a
37-yard score with 8:04 remaining. The Rattlers had
the ball in Bethune-Cookman’s territory late in the
game, but a fumble by Fleming gave the ball back to the
Wildcats who ran out the
clock.
Bethune-Cookman
scored on consecutive possessions to take a 21-10 lead,
using a pair of big fourthdown plays.
On a fourth-and-three,
Isidore Jackson scored on a
34-yard run with 3:13 remaining in the third quarter
to put B-CU ahead 14-10.
On B-CU’s next posses-

sion, Andronicus Lovette
converted a fourth and
three at the FAMU 11 with
an 8-yard gain, than scored
from one yard out with 11:30
left.
“That tells you about our
offensive line,’’ Jenkins said
when asked about the decision to go for it. “Our running backs didn’t want to be
stopped. It speaks volume
about the fight in our football team.’’
Williams’ touchdown
pass was a one-yarder to
Eddie Poole in the first quarter that gave B-CU a 7-3 lead.
Florida A&M led 10-7 at halftime on the strength of
James’ Owens’ 41-yard second quarter run.
Jackson, a 5-9 junior, was
named B-CU’s MVP after
rushing for 77 yards on 13
carries and catching three
passes for 41 yards.
Fleming, a 6-4 junior, was
named Florida A&M’s MVP.
He was 18 of 23 for 166
yards for the Rattlers, playing their second game
under interim coach Earl
Holmes, who took over after
Joe Taylor retired two
weeks ago.
“We’re a young team,’’
said Holmes. “No excuses
or anything like that, and I’m
not taking anything away
from Bethune-Cookman. It
was a hell of a game and a
hell of an effort. We just
have to learn from it.’’
Attendance for the
game, recognized as one of
the nation’s top Black College Football Classics, was
announced at 32,317 - the
lowest since the 1993 game
drew 31,264. The absence of
the Florida A&M band, suspended for a year after the
hazing death of drum major
Robert Champion here last
year, played a major role in
the attendance declined.
Champion was remembered with a moment of silence before kickoff, and
R&B artist Charlie Wilson
performed in the Florida
A&M band. During its set,
the Bethune-Cookman band
spelled out “LOVE’’ to
Florida A&M fans and
played the Rattlers’ alma
mater.
“What happens to one
(Historically Black College/University) happens to
us all,’’ said B-CU band Public Address announcer
Glenn Walker. “Florida
A&M, we love you.’’

Eddie Poole

Marvin Ross tries to intercept Eddie Poole

Singer Charlie Wilson performs during halftime.

Spartans advance
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ORLANDO - The Lakewood Spartans came into
the contest with a vision—
to manhandle Bishop
Moore. Apparently, Bishop
Moore was not prepared to
deal with the speed of the
Spartans.
On their first series, the
Spartans jumped on the
board with a 43 yard run
touchdown run by Zamarie
Johnson in the first quarter.
Bishop Moore got the ball
but the stellar defense of
Lakewood stopped them on
their first possession.
On the Spartans’ ensuing possession, they moved
the ball at will and their second drive ended in as
Michael Growney kicked a
30 yard field goal. The Spartans defense would not
allow the offense of Bishop
Moore to get loose as they
built a 9-0 by the end of the
first quarter.
Lakewood continued
their dominance in the second quarter as they went on

a time consuming drive of
89 yards, which ended with
Laterian Latimer bulling his
way in from 3 yards out for
a touchdown. With the
Spartans playing shutdown
defense, they took a 15-0
lead in to the locker room.
After halftime the Spartans continued to dominant
by adding another touchdown from Tracey Johnson
to Jocqui “Secret Weapon”
Ellison which went for 10
yards. The Spartans offense
seemed to click in on all
cylinders and built an insurmountable lead of 22-0.
However, Bishop Moore
would not lay down as Jak
Ramsberger came out of
the backfield unnoticed and
slipped by the defenders to
catch a 35 yard touchdown
pass as they closed the gap
to 22-7 late in the third.
The Spartans were not
done yet, Latimer would
take a pitch and head for
the pylon as he scored on a
1 yard run and Brujoun
Bonner hauled in a pass
from Shaquelle Griffin for

Top Row Left to Right, Tracey Johnson,
Jocqui Ellison, Brujoun Bonner, Rodney Adams
the two point conversion.
The highlight of the
night was a 45 yard touchdown pass from Ellison to
Tyrae “Pretty Boy” Boykins
as he ran the perfect post
route and Ellison lofted a
perfect spiral between two
defenders for a touchdown.
Bishop Moore would
score again on 13 yard run
by Ramsberger.
“The most important
thing for us was to get a
win. We are excited for an

opportunity to face Robinson, Coach Corey Moore
said.
The offense was lead by
the legs of Latimer who had
16 carries 84 yard and 2
touchdowns, and the arm of
Tracey Johnson also efficient 10/14/ 222 yards and
1 TD. Rodney “Big Game”
Adams had two catches for
87 yards.
The Spartans will face
Tampa’s Robinson Friday
night in Tampa.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist ChurCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Services8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MaRK MISSIOnaRy BaPTIST CHuRCH

Schedule of Services

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

Mission Statement

tuesday

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

serviCes
sunday

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

WEdnESday

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday prayer service – 7:30 p.m.
thursday Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

rev. ronald l. Bell
pastor

Friendship

Living, Teaching and Preaching the
True Gospel of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls.
Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ
Bro. robert Smith

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday...................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday .......................................................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.............................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
“Serving and Saving”
“Inspiring and Instructing”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday........................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ................11:00 a.m.

(727) 898-9407

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Freewill Baptist Church

10th street Church of God

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

oF

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

“Helping and Healing”
“Praying and Praising”

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922
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CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Calendar for the month of
November

Nov. 18 - Right Hand of
Fellowship Extended to all
new members at the conclusion of morning worship
Final Food Drop-off date
for Thanksgiving Baskets
Church Outing: Macedonia M. B. Church, Rubonia,
FL at 3 p.m.
Nov. 22 - Thanksgiving
Day. Church Office Closed.
Nov. 23 - Church Office
Closed.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public

are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of
Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Nov. 27 – Women’s Ministry Presents “Life After
Abortion” every choice has a
consequence at 6:30 p.m. in
the Mt. Zion Youth Fellowship Hall.
One-80 Teen Ministry
will host “College Prep 101”
Parents and Teens if college
is in your future please join
College Prep 101, held the 1st

and 3rd Tuesday’s of each
month in the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
C.A.R.E. weekly Tuesday
night meetings have changed
to the 1st & 3rd Tuesday at 7
p.m. Join us at the CARE
building. For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at (727) 289-6957.
MPAC – Seeking experienced Saxophonist, Trumpet
and Trombone musicians for
the Main Sanctuary Choir.
Please inquire by calling the
church office.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program
– Grades K – 9th will be offered homework assistance,
math, reading, and vocabulary skills, and much more.

Applications available at Mt
Zion Human Services or contact Ms. Doris Newton at
(727)822-0443, ext. 301
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg Fla.
Phone: 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

SF Bethel AME Church rejects
troubled pastor
SAN
FRANCISCO
(AP) — Leaders of San
Francisco’s Bethel African
Methodist
Episcopal
Church have rejected a
troubled Los Angeles pastor from taking the pulpit at
this city’s oldest AfricanAmerican congregation.
The Rev. John J. Hunter
was recently transferred
from the First AME
Church in Los Angeles to
lead the San Francisco
church. But in an unprecedented move, leaders at
Bethel AME drafted an
emergency resolution barring him from taking control.
They said the assignment could “impair the
legacy, reputation, relationships and goodwill’’ of the
church in the community.
Hunter’s eight years in
Los Angeles were sullied
by a sexual harassment
lawsuit, a federal tax investigation and the questionable use of church credit
cards, the Los Angeles
Times reports.
In 2008, Hunter acknowledged using First
AME’s credit cards for

BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

Why four more years?
The campaigning is over. The signs
put away. The debates ceased. People
expressed themselves, voted, returned
home and waited for the outcome. The
results revealed as we all know by now,
the majority of the populous and the
Electoral College with Florida dragging
its leg granted President Barack Obama
a continuance to ser ve the United States
of America for four more years.
Those who voted for him are waving
flags, singing “God bless America, the
land that I love. Stand beside her and
guide her…” Those who voted for the
contender are understandably ver y confused and frustrated as they displayed
strong confidence they were going to
take “their” countr y back.
Most of their leaders are rich, felt
they were powerful and presented themselves as having need for nothing. It became obvious in their minds they
perceived their thoughts were higher
than 99% of the lowly people. As too
often any obvious truth will be denied by
the majority despite the evidence before
their eyes.
After all, they mentioned God, bible
verses, money and their class status
enough to deceive even God’s elect.
That is, if we had not sought wisdom
from the LORD God for ourselves.
Folks, you have to pray just to make it
today! The true Church of the only wise
living God is in hopes that they also repented.
This reminds me of a Danish children’s fair y tale written by Hans Christian Andersen in 1837. It’s about an
emperor who cared only about his
clothes and about showing them of f.
One day he heard from two swindlers
that they could make the finest suit of
clothes from the most beautiful cloth.
This cloth, they said, also had the special capability that it was invisible to anyone who was either stupid or not fit for
his position.
Being a bit ner vous about whether
he himself would be able to see the
cloth, the emperor first sent two of his
trusted men to see it. Of course, neither
would admit that they could not see the
cloth and so praised it. All the towns people had also heard of the cloth and were
interested to learn how stupid their

neighbors were.
The emperor then allowed himself to
be dressed in the clothes for a procession through town, never admitting that
he was too unfit and stupid to see what
he was wearing, for he was afraid that
the other people would agree that he
was stupid. Of course, all the townspeople wildly praised the magnificent
clothes of the emperor, afraid to admit
that they could not see them, until a
small child said: “But he has nothing
on!”
This was whispered from person to
person until ever yone in the crowd was
shouting that the emperor had nothing
on. The emperor heard it and felt that
they were correct, but held his head
high and finished the procession.
Amazingly, there is nothing new
under the “SON!” Truth can only be
seen through the eyes of a child. This
general lesson Jesus want us to live was
delivered when He told His disciples
that unless we come to Him as a little
child and humble ourselves, we cannot
enter into the Kingdom of God. (Luke 917)
Yet, the world systems continue to
uphold the idea that if it’s said long
enough and loud enough it is truth.
When in the real world (Kingdom of
God) half-truths are often spoken by a
person too naïve to have any understanding beyond themselves and then uses
group pressures to seduce or intimidate
others to see or comprehend what is
contrar y to the obvious. This is not just
an attitude. This is a way of life for some.
And, this is the dispensation in which we
are living. (Revelations 3:14-22)
Did you not see the voice of God
walking and talking upon the earth during this election? (Genesis 3:8-13) Did
you not hear the voice of God (Revelation 1) saying we want four more years
for this black man to head the most powerful countr y in the world again!
If you are honest, none of us could
see this coming in our lifetime. Who are
you with? The par ty whose emblem is
the elephant or the donkey? May I suggest strongly you register with the political party whose emblems are the Lion
and the Lamb! Amen.

ment declaration from
Bishop T. Larry Kirkland
in Los Angeles.
Hunter didn’t have a
copy and was blocked from
the front of the church.
Hunter left and has had little contact with church
members since.
The rejection _ virtually
unheard of in the AME denomination _ pits the small,
650-member congregation
against the executive orders of Kirkland and has
many churchgoers questioning the ramifications of
their protest.
Kirkland later flew to
San Francisco to admonish
the Bethel congregation
for making judgments
about Hunter.
But the congregation
remains firm in its decision. Bethel members said
Sunday that they were
ready to walk out if Hunter
showed up.
The church’s presiding
elder, Rev. W. Bartalette
Finney Sr., urged Bethel
members to focus on their
spiritual relationship with
God and not on the problems of the church.

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Pastor’s Corner

$122,000 in personal expenditures on items including suits, jewelry, vacations
and auto supplies. A year
later, the Internal Revenue
Service said he owed more
than $300,000 in back
taxes. Hunter has said he
repaid both debts.
Bethel AME officials
fear that Hunter’s blemished reputation would
upend a multimillion-dollar
business deal in the works.
The deal, which officials
declined to detail, would
unravel if lenders learned
of Hunter’s questionable financial transactions, the
newspaper said.
When Hunter’s transfer
to the San Francisco
church was announced on
Oct. 28, members worried
about his past.
It took Hunter several
days to formally introduce
himself to church officials,
fueling the congregation’s
concerns about the pastor.
And when he was
headed for Bethel’s pulpit
ready to preach on Nov. 4,
church officials confronted
him in the foyer and demanded to see the assign-

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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